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SPONSORS 
First up, a huge thank you to our local sponsors and charity organisations 

who have so generously supported Midway SLSC this season 

Build 7 Gisborne, Eastland Port, Character Building Ltd, PGG Wrightson 
Ltd, Kitchen Family,  Gaddum Family, Brian & Judy Gavin, Hain Family, 
Kinsella Family, Searle Family, Pahina Family, Wheeler Family 

 



2023 Summer/Autumn Calendar 
Subject to change. Up to date information can be found https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/
calendar 

9/12 Mar—TSB National Surf Lifesaving Champs, New Brighton, Chch (ON NOW) 

19 Mar—Eastern Region Rookie Lifeguard Champs, Mt Maunganui 

14 Apr—Intermediate Lifeguard School, Gisborne 

15 Apr—2023 BP Surf Rescue New Zealand IRB National Champs, Whangamata 

28 Apr—Property Brokers Harvest Black Tie Ball, Waiohika Estate, Midway is one of 4 beneficiaries and 
this money will go towards our Junior Surf equipment 

Midway Junior Prizegiving—Sunday 19 March—tba location 

Midway Senior Awards Night—Thursday 20 April—tba location 

Regional Awards Night—To be advised 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MIDWAY MERCH 

Head to our website and order gear direct to your door  at 
any time of the year.  Hats, Caps, Singlets, Tees, Hoodies  
and personalise with your name on some items https://
midwaysurf.org.nz/merchandise/  

SUPPORT & REPRESENT MIDWAY 

We would appreciate if you make sure your accounts for the season are paid in full by the end 
of March.    If you are having trouble paying your account, please get in touch with Gina if you 
haven’t already.  I appreciate it’s a bit different this year having the new system invoicing every-
one as individuals not families, but most of you have done really well and your accounts are 
clear, thank you! 

If you have any queries about Junior or Senior vests, please contact me, I have a few still floating around that 
have been paid for, but may have been issued on the beach by Mel or Jack.  Next season in our member portal 
you will be able to roll over your membership easily.  Remember you can check your account balance by logging 
in via our website www.midwaysurf.org.nz and selecting Overview, the option to Pay by Credit Card is still there 
also.  Feel free to contact me anytime on admin@midwayslsc.co.nz or 0223279927—Gina Carroll Club Operations 



Excitement is building as the Midway Surf Rescue Community Hub is taking shape.  Construction is pro-
gressing well and on schedule to be completed by November, ready in time for the 2023/24 season. The 
next major milestone is to have the decking on and window and door joinery in. All the internal framing 
is completed.  Landscaping will commence midyear. There will also be an opportunity for members to 
come and assist with the planting.  

 

Lifeguards and surf club members can look forward to enjoy: 

· A Lifeguard Tower with 180 degree expansive views with the latest technology to assist in res-
cues.  There will also be a surf cam to check surf conditions 

· A Gear Shed with an increased footprint to future proof the growing membership, this will also in-
clude new Dexion stacking equipment for gear 

· A Members Lounge upstairs for members to connect, hold meetings and workshops 

· Generous decks will be running right across the front of the building and along the southern side up 
to 5m wide for all to enjoy 

As our fantastic new clubhouse takes shape, so too does Tahu – the family focused, people driven restau-
rant that will occupy the top floor, with the more casual grab-and-go operation The Kiosk below. Everyone 
has been waiting on the finer details, and here they are. 

This is a restaurant with its ethos firmly focused on its connection with mana whenua, the region and a wid-
er investment in the community, driven by the passion of Jared Johnstone and his partner Rhiannon .  The 
Midway Surf Rescue Community Trust went through a rigorous tender process with Bayleys Real Estate to 
choose the successful candidate.   Continued on the next page is the full story. 



  

A restaurant with its ethos firmly focused on its connection with mana whenua, the region and a wider investment in 
the community is edging closer to completion as part of the Midway Surf Rescue Community Hub on the beachfront.  

Tahu is the creation of Jared Johnstone and his partner Rhiannon. The more than 200-seat multi-space restaurant will 
occupy the top level of the community hub with the more casual grab-and-go operation, ‘The Kiosk’ below. The name, 
Tahu, represents the embodiment of food and feasting, and is a reminder of the connection between people and na-
ture, and food and identity.  

Johnstone, a 30-year veteran of the hospitality industry, moved his family home to reconnect them to their place of 
origin, where his previous 29 generations had been born and raised. Their two young children are the 31st generation 
in their Rongowhakaata, Te Aitanga-a-Māhaki and Ngāi Tāmanuhiri ancestry.  

Their vision for Tahu is simple, with a focus on locally-sourced ingredients wherever possible. “We are a region of 
abundance on so many levels,” says Johnstone. “We farm, grow and catch all sorts of things we don’t even see. We 
are rich in stories, culture and manaakitanga but this could be practiced more in commercial spaces. I want to har-
ness this.”  

He sees limitless potential. Tahu will be completely family-focused, and a place where the community can meet, 
share food, network and just relax, enjoying one of the most stunning vistas in the Bay from the sweeping decks 
around the building.  “Looking back 20 years, Gisborne had such a thriving hospitality scene – the place was bustling 
and people were out there connecting, meeting and enjoying themselves. I want to see that return.”  

The surf club will play a big part in the restaurant and Johnstone is planning industry-led training that will benefit the 
wider Tairāwhiti hospitality industry. “Innovation is required in the hospitality sector, whether it’s the visitor experi-
ence, the value proposition for employment or the way in which we operate sustainably.”  

The Kiosk will be the early opener, where people can grab a good coffee, pastries, lunch and snacks – all stacked 
with quality, local ingredients. Always with an eye to sustainability and the environment, Johnstone plans to use milk 
from a keg to reduce the footprint of plastic.   “We have so many great ideas in the pipeline that are new to Tairāwhiti 
and will create something quite special at Tahu and the Kiosk,” he says. “I am excited … really excited!”  

He’s been here before, having stepped into hospitality at a young age, working at Scrumples and the Irish Rover be-
fore heading to uni. Since then he has established and ran everything from cafes to high-end operations like the Hil-
ton Bellini Bar, Denim in Parnell, Nomad in Point Chevalier and Morrisson in Fort Street, and the much applauded 
Chaise Lounge in Melbourne.  

“This is a big commitment but I can’t not step up and make the absolute most of this opportunity,” says Johnstone. 
“We deserve the best of the best in Tūranga. We want to appeal to every sense – what you taste, smell, hear, the 
connection and your interpersonal experience, are all very much a part of it.  

He wants all families to feel a sense of ownership when they enter Tahu or visit The Kiosk. That includes his relation-
ship with the surf club, whose members will have benefits too.   “Our region is unique and this is a significant oppor-
tunity for a place that is underpinned by culture to create a very special hospitality experience for our region. I fore-
see it as being a bit raw, but a good laugh, lots of fun and underpinned with manaakitanga.”  

Tahu and The Kiosk is set to open in September-October.  

Anyone interested in being part of the journey should contact jared@tahu.co.nz  

 



Hey guys with the season (such as it was) 
drawing to an end we are now wanting to 
focus on the winter training for current 
and future Lifeguard development.   

If you are coming of age this year, that’s 
turning 14, and want to become a life-
guard, contact us.  If you are an adult and 
like the idea of Lifeguarding but do not 
have the physical capabilities or desire to 
get in the water then consider training as 
a Patrol Support. 

Send your interest to Rama  
lifeguarding@midwayslsc.co.nz and I’ll 
get you on the list. 
Are you wanting to do your Surf First Aid course?  Need to Refresh? Keen on IRB Driving? IRB Crewperson? 
Get in touch with Rama sooner rather than later.  Our aim is to have everyone trained and signed off for the 
start of the next season, in the brand new state of the art patrol tower, in the brand new clubhouse! 

We want to see as many of you upskilling this winter as possible.  Remember being a Lifeguard involves 
skills for every part of life.  As we have seen recently, Surf Lifeguards play a big role in rescue operations 
during severe weather events, and Midway is expected to step up and into these roles next season and 
into the future. 

https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/lifesaving/lifeguard-education/surf-lifeguard-award 
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/lifesaving/lifeguard-education/patrol-support 
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/lifesaving/lifeguard-education/intermediate-lifeguard 
https://www.surflifesaving.org.nz/lifesaving/lifeguard-education/patrol-captain 

 

Uniforms and Trophies 

If you have a Patrol Uniform at home 
that may not fit you next season, or 
you think you may not be patrolling, 

please drop at Ramas place, in a plastic bag.  We’d 
like to get as much uniform as possible so we can do 
a stocktake and be ready looking sharp in the new 
Clubhouse!  Trophies must also be returned by 30 
March please. 

Our trusty Lifeguard portacom will be 
leaving us soon, if you have anything 
in there please make sure its removed, 
remember Just Sheds in Tauranga 
kindly donated this to us for 2 seasons. 

A HUGE  Thank you to all the Lifeguards and 
Patrol Supports that turned up for Patrol 

this season.  Again a challenging one, but 
we did manage to get 34 patrols up giving 
us 923 volunteer hours with 169 preventa-

tive actions taken, not bad considering 
how many  weekends we’ve lost. 



SURF SPORTS 
February has produced a mixture of success and challenges for the Midway surf sport squads. We kicked off the 
month with the Tairawhiti Junior and Senior Local Champs held at our very own slice of paradise in what were 
some of the best conditions we’ve seen in some time! Both squads came together and did the Midway cap proud 
by producing one of the best team performances I’ve seen! Midway took overall honours in both divisions and cel-
ebrated in style following the event with a club BBQ at the Fergus’s. (Thanks Rob and Tracy!) 

Since the Locals our Oceans crew have been busy touring the North Island competing at both the Eastern Regional 
Champs in Waihi, and the Oceans 23 Junior Festival held in Mt Maunganui last weekend. Both competitions were a 
great success with the kids coming home with many age group medals but more importantly creating some lifelong 
friendships with the groms from other clubs.  

The senior squad have finished their last block of solid training and are all set to head south to Christchurch this 
week for the TSB National Championships. We have a team of 20 competing which includes our Australian super-
stars Olivia Corrin and Cory Taylor who are both fizzing to link up with the local squad. Having seen the Christ-
church weather and swell forecast the team are in for a treat! Good luck and do us proud team!  

In amongst all the competing the Gissy weather took a turn for the worse in February impacting on the quality of 
our water, flooding properties, and sending a swag of slash onto the town beaches…….  The Midway Seniors 
spent a day cleaning the ski shed at the river and helping a neighbour clear a truck load of silt from their home. A 
little Midway ingenuity and thinking outside the square by the coaching crew has meant both squads kept active by 
venturing north to Northern Makarori and Wainui to train.  

A big thanks to Jake Corrin, Jack and the parents for towing the gear to the new venues, and Wainui Surf Club for 
welcoming us into your club!  

Gisborne Champs 2023 

Open male: Lachie Falloon (Waikanae) 
1; Angus Blair (Midway) 2; Oska Smith 
(Waik) 3. 

Open female: Sophie Petro (Mid) 1; 
Christy Tate (Waik) 2; Briana Ir-
ving (Waik) 3. 

Under-19 male: Lachie Falloon (Waik) 
1; Jack Keepa (Waik) 2; Angus Blair 
(Mid) 3. 

U19 female: Jessikah Fearnley (Mid) 1; 
Kimberley Hayes (Waik) 2; Jessie 
Kapene (Waik) 3. 

U17 male: Yahni Brown (Mid 1; Tyron 
Evans (Mid)  2; Jack Lepper (Mid) 3. 

U17 female: Sophie Pet-
ro (Mid) 1; Alice Sparks (Mid) 2; Chloe 
Kapene (Waik) 3. 

U15 male: Harry Hay-
ward (Mid) 1; Taran Wil-
son (Waik) 2; Seth Micaiah In-
goe (Mid) 3. 

U15 female: Ella Sutton (Mid) 1; Emily 
Petro (Mid) 2; Jacqueline Kenne-
dy (Mid) 3. 

Ralph Morse Shield Winners!! 



SURF SPORTS 
 
 
 

Photo credits to Sally Cameron.   



JUNIOR SURF 

Our friends at Wainui hosted Midway and Wai-
kanae Nippers last weekend due to our town 
beaches being out of action.  So much fun was 
had by all, its rumoured to become a regular 
once a season event.   

HUGE Thanks to all our coaches, parent helpers, 
Nippers and their parents for turning up every 
Sunday and giving it a red hot go, we hope you 
will be back next season, tell your friends too, 
Midway Surf Lifesaving Club, Sunday mornings is 
your favourite part of the week. 

Thanks also to Roger with the Jolly Roger Coffee 
Cart for coming along and giving us a much 
needed caffeine boost, and also for donating 
smoothie vouchers each weekend to a couple of 
lucky groms. 

We also have been lucky to have some Senior 
Lifeguards come along and share their skills and 
passion each Sunday, thank you! 

JUNIOR SURF PRIZEGIVING 

Sunday 19th March—Location to be advised 

Pizzas and treats.  Please all come along and 
celebrate your season.   

If you haven’t already, please make sure your 
trophy has been engraved with your name at 
Stone Studio and returned to Mel. 





JUNIOR SURF 
We have been lucky enough to be selected as a beneficiary of the Harvest Ball this year.  The money 
raised that we received will go towards replacing and upgrading equipment for our Little Rippers, Nippers 
and Junior Surf crews, so please if you want an awesome date night, work do or just want to get that frock 
you bought in lockdown finally out, heres your chance! 


